Computer Usage Policy Preamble

This suggested Computer Usage Policy document is a resource, which may be used as a means of:

· Ensuring that students understand their responsibilities with regards to acceptable use of school learning technology equipments.

· Outlining to the parent body the steps that the school has taken to ensure that technology is used appropriately in the learning environment.

The advantage of this document is that it clearly delineates the role of the student, the teacher, the parents, and the school in a co-operative partnership. Both the parents and students then acknowledge this partnership when the document is signed and returned to the relevant teacher.

The effectiveness of this document will be reduced if the student is allowed to access the learning technology equipment before it has been signed and returned.

It is strongly suggested that consequences with regards to inappropriate use of learning technology be written into the school’s overall behavioural management plan.

Please note that this suggested policy has been implemented successfully at Maryborough SHS and that it, in turn, was based on a number of similar policies in current use at other secondary schools.

There is no copyright agreement included in this document. It was felt that while it applies to technology, it is also applicable to all curriculum areas. When asking parents to give permission for their child to access the computers/internet, it would be better not to confuse the issue with copyright agreements.  Copyright will still need to be sought to include student’s work or photos on school web pages, newspapers, newsletters etc.  

A generic, Staff Internet Access Agreement has been included. It is advisable to have all staff read through the EQ Guidelines and sign the agreement before being able to access the Internet. 

It appears, that the general trend around the district is for staff and students to renew the agreements on a yearly basis. 

There are also a number of other policy documents from other Fraser-Cooloola schools for you to peruse. If you wish further information on any of these, please contact the relevant school.
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