Preamble to Checklist of Student Technology Skills

This checklist of computer skills has primarily been developed to ensure a greater level of consistency between students entering high school in the Fraser-Cooloola District. Previously there has been little direction given to primary schools as to the computer skills students should be acquiring. This has resulted in high schools receiving students with a variety of computer abilities, which in turn restricts the computer-related activities a student may participate in while their skills are moderated. 

While student skills have been listed as comprehensively as possible, skills, which are considered extension activities, have been highlighted in bold. This year level guide is by no means mandatory. If teachers feel their students are ready for higher-level skills, then by all means, let them discover. 

The checklist has been presented in two formats. One is as a class record and the other is as an individual student record. 

Keep in mind the ever-changing scope and speed of development within the field of Information Technology. This checklist will need to be updated regularly to keep pace with current trends. 

As with all KLAs, skills should not be taught in isolation but as part of a learning activity, which complements the current classroom program.

To assist with this some suggested activities have been provided which cover the skills for the year level as well as relate to the specified genre as set down in the Hervey Bay Cluster English Program. In a lot of instances the lower school activities utilise Claris Works or KidPix as a large number of schools already utilise this software. Other software may also be applicable.

Integration of learning technology requires a shift in expectations, classroom practice and management, particularly where there is only one computer in the classroom. Not all students need to have access everyday but access must be equitable overall. In many instances of computer use, in particular Internet access, the teacher will need to set up the activity beforehand. 

[image: image1.wmf]For assistance with models of management and implementation, the Guidelines for Computers in Learning, book and CD, have several suggestions and models. This resource covers all KLAs and learning environments as well as examples of structure and sequence of learning activities.  The Education Adviser-Learning Technology is another source for assistance. 
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