CHOOSING HARDWARE 


AND SOFTWARE


 


SOFTWARE


Where to start


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
look at your curriculum areas and what you have to teach�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
think about how you teach (very traditional, self-directed groups, etc...)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
the curriculum area co-ordinator may be the person to choose software for that subject�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
selection should be a joint choice�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
look for independent software reviews in magazines or on the internet�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
request advice using a mailing list�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
ask for demo disks from companies�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
get shareware (demo versions) from the internet, computer magazines or from computer shops�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
buy from companies that offer exchanges if not satisfied�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
rent an ‘esky’ full of software from a dealer�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
try the public library�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
ask a distributor for advice�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
survey other schools�
�
 


LOOK FOR: 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Dual platform software (Mac and IBM)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
compatibility with existing hardware�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
use of a variety of learning modes�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
correct content (fits in with AUSTRALIAN curriculum)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
multi-skill levels�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
ability to be customised�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
open-ended uses�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
compatibility with other software�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
extensions such as e-mailing within the software�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
common features are in common places (open, save, print, exit)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
good help facilities�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
good manual�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
individual record keeping�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
assessment features (printouts or progression through levels)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
value for money�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
reasonable network/site licences�
�
 


AVOID: 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Advertising pitches in the disguise of a seminar�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
gender and race bias�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
single purpose software�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
yes/no questions/activities with single paths to success�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
overseas content/accents�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
multi-packs if you are not going to need all of the software�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
shareware - if you intend using the demo version only in your room�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
illegal copies�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
‘topical’ software based around short-lived news events�
�
 


HARDWARE


This is a much more difficult area to work within. You need to look closely at your MALT plan and work within your school’s goals.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
more staff collaboration needs to take place with hardware choice �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
work within the DOEM purchasing guidelines - CM-11/3, Section 2, Standard Operating Environments - Learning�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
don’t let the computer enthusiast take over - everyone needs a say, as they are going to be the ones using it�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
should be easy and cheap to upgrade�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
shop around within the preferred suppliers list for brand name parts�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
conform to the government purchasing policy on the 2000 bug�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
consider present and future network use�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
consider compatibility with existing hardware, software and peripherals�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
the government policy requires education aims to come before technical and economic considerations�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
leave enough money in the budget for supplies (ink refills, paper and internet charges) and for professional development�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
there are many amazing things specialist hardware and peripherals can do, but you don’t need all of these things in a primary school classroom�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
make sure all technical specifications are explained to you�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
find suppliers with on-site warranties�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
contact other schools for their ‘horror stories’ with certain companies�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
never ask a sales person what you need - you have to tell them exactly what you require - if they make any suggestions, get a second opinion on what they have to say�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
buy from a company that has a long history - many places only last for a few months�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
before you sign for the computer, ask for a test run of everything working - make sure the sound card works, the monitor does not have blotchy colours and the system makes no strange noises - it’s a pain to have to return faulty systems�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
compare the prices if you are buying software with the system - some software is half price with the new computer, some might be somewhat more expensive to make up for the cheap hardware�
�
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