Student Competency Levels Preamble

The following certificates are designed to complement the skills checklist. They have been combined into four levels of student competency in computing. This concept has been adapted from South Burnett District. 

The planned implementation is:

· The four levels are not tied to any specific year level.

· The four levels are cumulative.

· The required outcomes are printed on the back of each certificate.

· Students are to be given the opportunity to achieve the different levels when they feel they are capable.

· The certificates are associated with certain computer privileges at the school.

· The certificates can be redesigned and/or modified to suit each individual school.

The merits of these certificates are:

· The competencies are specifically designed for primary schools but they can be used for students from Preschool to year 12.

· Students take the responsibility for their own achievement.

· There is a standardised understanding of student’s capabilities as students go through any transition (one year to the next, Primary School to High School, one school to the next).

· Teachers can rapidly establish ability levels of new students or new classes.

· Teachers are given a guide to the expectations in Information Technology.

· High Schools can restructure their courses to take into account the competency level of their student intake.

· The students can see the certificates as being more significant than school based awards.

· Students can add the certificates to their portfolio for employment applications.

· Parents and the wider community may appreciate the promotion of consistent standards. 

It would be ideal if all Fraser-Cooloola District Schools adopted the skills checklist and the certificates, as it would establish consistency across the district.

Thank you to Martin Mearns – South Burnett District Office
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