Parent Information


The internet has the potential to be a powerful and effective learning tool. Students who use the internet are empowered to choose their own learning path, seeking and finding information. If we are to teach children how to access these sites, then we must also teach morals and ethics to make sure these resources are not used to the detriment of society.


Education Queensland gives detailed teacher and principal accountabilities in the DOEM, under Information Architecture (CM11/1, CM11/2). There is also a simple and effective User Agreement Policy.


 


THE INTERNET HAS FOUR MAIN PARTS:


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
1. Web browsing - this is where you find and look at information from all over the world. It can include pictures, movies, articles or 3D experiences. Students/teachers can search for information, download, print and save. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
2. email - Electronic mail. Instantly send articles, pictures, sounds or movies to another computer on the internet. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
3. Newsgroups - Join a newsgroup with people sharing your interests. You can ask questions, respond or meet others. It’s just like a big bulletin board where you can leave messages and see others. This is unsuitable for schools as it is very difficult to censor/monitor.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
4. IRC chat - This is where you can talk/type to other people in real time. It’s just like a normal phone conversation. but has a lot more people involved. This is also unsuitable in an uncontrolled situation. It is impossible to guarantee the identity of the person you are chatting to.�
�
 THE BENEFITS OF THE INTERNET:


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Learn important new research skills�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
New opportunities for cooperative learning�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Obtain a lot of current information�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Have a real audience for tasks�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Everybody can use it�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
No limits for learning�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
You get INVOLVED�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Location doesn’t matter�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Status doesn’t matter�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Age doesn’t matter�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
It’s relatively cheap (the information is all free)�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Real communication with purpose�
�
 


�
THE DANGERS OF THE INTERNET


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
The internet is just like a newsagent - there are lots of different types of magazines available and children need to know which ones they are not allowed to look at. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Many community groups use the internet as a form of communication. Obviously some of this is not suitable for children, and some of the information is illegal. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
When children search for information, they are given a CLUE LINE as to what each site may contain before they enter it. It would be very rare to accidentally come across any offensive material. This summary may indicate offensive material and children should either ignore it, click BACK and quietly tell a teacher.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
SECURITY - Hacking into other computers, on the school network or around the world is capable through the net. Giving full names, phone numbers, private addresses or credit card numbers is not allowed.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
LIABLE/SLANDER - It is an offence to send slanderous material through the internet. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Inappropriate materials - Pornography, racism and other illegal practices are not to be accessed by students/staff.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Safety - The infamous bomb recipes and other criminal instruction manuals.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Copyright - Downloading illegal copies of software, or using shareware beyond trial period is an offensive. �
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
False Information - Unlike published texts written by professional researchers, anyone can write anything on the internet. Books in schools are checked by the editors, publishers, book sellers, librarians and teachers. The internet has no such checks for validity. Students must only use reliable research sites or cross-reference any information for accuracy.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Time Wasting�
�
HOW CAN WE REDUCE THE RISKS OF THESE DANGERS?


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
The use of passwords for accounts.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Never giving personal details.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Do not permit downloading of software.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Virus-protection software.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Training of children about dangers and strategies to avoid them.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Cache checking (look back at what each child has found in a session).�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Computers are in view of teachers and peers.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Give reputable bookmarks as starting points.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Never have children use the internet without a teacher/aide in the room..�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Have specific topics and keep children on track.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Avoid CHATS (unless supervised).�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Teachers browse through mail.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Use of content filters (Ed-Connect will have some of these).�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
User Agreement Policies signed by parents, children and the teacher.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
A simple test for every child to pass.�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.schools.ash.org.au/ealthelp/_themes/citrus/citbul1d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��
Strict consequences for offenders.�
�



