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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends, 
 

1. PRINCIPAL ’S REPORT 
 

 
 

Congratulations to RACHEL SHIRREN who has joined 
our growing band of AST1 teachers.  AST1 stands for 
Advanced Skill Teacher – level 1.  This status is not 
lightly attained.  Rachel has reached this status because 
she has successfully negotiated a very stringent selection 
process, which includes satisfying a panel (including an 
external evaluator) that she has met all criteria. 
 
Rachel thoroughly deserves this recognition of her 
abilities as a teacher.  She is committed, compassionate 
and very, very capable.  Rachel’s field is ART and she 
has certainly played her part in lifting the profile of 
VISUAL ART in our school. 
 
She joins Joy Perkins, Nicole Muller, Nic Tubb, Donna 
Kitto, Chris Brookes, Kobi Lawrie, Amanda Storr, Tom 
Leverenz, Brenden Baldock, Luke Northcote (Blackwood 
HS), Ben Hornsey (WA) and Prear Schwarz (Canberra) 
as recent recipients of the AST1 status. 
 
Bevin Brooks 
Principal 
 

2. HOCKEY UK  TOUR - KARRI MCMAHON 
This Saturday Karri jets off to Singapore and the UK for 
two weeks as a member of the Australian Schools 
Hockey Team.  She will be playing against Singapore, 
Wales and England National U18 teams, as well as 
various colleges and universities.  We wish her all the 
best for her tour and hope her team comes back 
victorious. 

 

 
 
Neville McPherson 
Deputy Principal - Senior Campus 
 

3. B IGGEST MORNING TEA - FUNDRAISER 
Both campuses held a biggest morning tea for staff to 
raise funds for the Cancer Council.  The school raised  
$235 in total from both campuses.  All who attended 
enjoyed a very impressive spread of both savoury and 
sweet dishes. 
 

 
Some staff enjoying the morning tea at Middle Campus 

 

Jenni Victor - Office Manager 
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Mon 8th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
29th June – 3rd July Mt Gambier Exchange – Mt Gambier 
Fri 3rd July End of Term 2 
Mon 20th July Start Term 3 
Wed 16th September SCHOOL CLOSURE – Riverland Field Days 
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4. 
LETTER FROM DECS 
 – CYBERBULLYING AND ELECTRONIC CRIME 

The following letter has been distributed to schools from 
the DECS Chief Executive, Chris Robinson, with regard 
to the increasing problems of cyberbullying and electronic 
crime. 

 
“Bullying has taken on a new dimension with the 
introduction of new forms of electronic 
communication.  Cyberbullying can be perpetrated 
at any time of the day or week.  This behaviour can 
threaten the safety or wellbeing of others. 
 
Under regulations 40 and 41 of the Education 
Regulations 1997, principals can suspend or 
exclude a student who acts in a manner that 
threatens the safety or wellbeing of a student or 
member of staff, or another person associated with 
the school.  These regulations do not preclude an 
event that occurs outside of school hours or off site.  
Principals can therefore use these procedures with 
a student enrolled at their school if the principal 
believes, on reasonable grounds, that the student 
has acted in such a manner, even if this behaviour 
occurred outside of school hours or off site. 
 
Police officers also have the power to confiscate a 
mobile phone where any image held on the phone is 
possible evidence of a crime.  The phone may be 
kept by SAPOL until the action comes before a 
court.  Where DECS staff reasonably suspect that a 
student has used a mobile phone to record a crime, 
the phone should be confiscated and handed to 
SAPOL without the staff member opening the 
video message to view it .  Opening the video 
message may compromise evidence. 

 
Providing this advice to your school community will 
support the implementation of the Keeping Safe 
Child Protection Curriculum, which includes content 
on the safe use of new technologies. 
 
If you require any further advice regarding this or 
related issues you can contact Mr Greg Cox, Policy 
Advisor, Student Behaviour Management (phone 
8226 1029 e-mail cox.greg2@saugov.sa.gov.au) 
 
Chris Robinson 
Chief Executive 8 May 2009” 

 
Bevin Brooks 
Principal 
 

5. AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE SCHOLARSHIPS  
The Australian Defence Forces have set up extremely 
valuable scholarships to encourage students from Years 
11 and 12 to develop their mathematics & technology 
skills and consider a career in the forces. 
 
Kaitlyn Eckerman, Steven Barton-Ancliffe (Year 12) and 
Jon Pintilie (Year 11) applied for, and after sitting an 
exam, won scholarships to help their schooling this year.  
All three students are to be congratulated and we are 
sure will find the $3,000 and $2,000 scholarships a great 
help.  The school wishes to acknowledge the support the 
Defence Forces are giving our young people. 

 

 
Recipients of the Australian Defence Force Scholarships 
Jon Pintilie, Kaitlyn Eckerman and Steven Barton-Ancliffe 

 
Neville McPherson 
Deputy Principal - Senior Campus 
 

6. JAPANESE NEWS 
 
JAPANESE HOMESTAY – CANCELLED 
 
Kyoai Gakuen High School (our sister school in Japan) 
has recently indicated that they are unable to travel to 
Australia for this year’s homestay program due to Human 
Swine Flu (H1N1).  This is the first time that the program, 
which began in 1998, has had to be cancelled. 
 
The proposed end of year trip to Japan has also been put 
on hold as Kyoai Gakuen High School has indicated that 
they are unable to host students from overseas for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
Glossop High School and Kyoai Gakuen High School are 
very keen for both programs to continue running and are 
looking forward to re-establishing the exchanges in 2010. 
 
Kingsley Watchman 
LOTE Coordinator 2009 
 

7. KO  TENNIS TEAM  
 
As detailed in our last newsletter – our Senior Boys 
Knockout Tennis team played very well to make it 
through to the finals.   
 

 
Open KO Tennis Team (l to r) 

Jake Rogers, Corey Hanna, Jack Quintel, Ben Rogers 
 
Neville McPherson 
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8. RECONCILIATION WEEK 

 

 
Flags flying high at Glossop High during 

 Reconciliation Week 
Week 5 was Reconciliation Week and what a week!  On 
Thursday 28th May a keen squad of students joined 
forces with Renmark High School students and Renmark 
Primary students at the McCormick Centre for culturally 
related activities.  Reg Black opened the day with 
‘Welcome to Country’ and Barney Lindsay gave an 
inspiring talk about reconciliation and the positive things 
associated with it. He also delivered a powerful 
didgeridoo performance, complete with sound effects. 
Second up, primary students listened as they were told 
Dreaming stories by both Renmark High School students 
and several teachers, including Reg Black (AEW). 
 
Glossop High students, Yvonne Cook and Katy Cook-
Lindsay followed this with a hip-hop dance presentation 
that they performed with 5 Renmark High students.  The 
students had practiced this over several months on 
Friday afternoons and Saturdays.  This wasn’t their first 
performance as they had previously also performed at 
Chaffey Theatre before a large audience.  They proved a 
hit with the primary school kids. 
 

 
Raymond, Katy & Yvonne showing how its done 

 
An unexpected magic moment occurred when Yvonne 
Cook confidently and enthusiastically invited the little kids 
onto the stage.  Alongside Katy, Yvonne then moved into 
a dance, gently showing the way for the primary students 
and encouraging them to be confident to participate.  
After this, another surprise unfolded when Raymond 
Bonney leapt onto the stage and admirably strutted his 
superb break-dance rap skills.  He showed initiative when 
he took four boys aside and showed them the moves.  
Supported by Raymond, the boys danced before the 
appreciative audience.  Truly magic! 
 
The day ended with a tour of the bush tucker garden at 

the centre where everyone learned about the native 
plants grown, as well as their uses. 
 
Another highlight at Reconciliation Week was the election 
of Raymond Bonney and Katy Cook-Lindsay onto the 
Middle Campus SRC Committee.  These people will be 
outstanding indigenous representatives and role models 
for other students. 
 
Also as part of Reconciliation Week the Aboriginal 
Studies class was treated to a feed of Kangaroo Tail 
Stew and Damper.  Thanks to Shane Karpany for 
cooking such a treat for the students to try. 
 

 
Katy & Yvonne at Blak Nite performing hip-hop 

 
Undoubtedly, the climax of Reconciliation Week was 
‘Blak Nite’.  Blak Nite is an indigenous celebration of 
talent to showcase artists in dance and music from 
around South Australia.  Our students were scheduled 
later in the night as a highlight, such was the 
expectations of the organisers.  Yvonne and Katy with the 
help of 5 other Renmark students, performed their hip-
hop dance routine.  Their performance was a quantum 
jump from rehearsals and their Chaffey Theatre effort.  
Later in the night they were able to touch base for a 
motivational talk with Cassie and Chrissie Glenn.  
Awesome! 
 
Greg Albrecht 
Aboriginal Studies Teacher  
 

9. KO  NETBALL  
 
On Friday the 22nd of May the 8/9 girl’s netball team, 
consisting of 11 girls with 9 players and two scorers, 
travelled to Berri netball courts to take on Loxton, 
Waikerie and Renmark in Knockout Cup. 
 
We won our first game against Loxton by 6 goals with the 
score being 29-35.  Our second game was against 
Renmark, which was one of the stronger teams, although 
we managed to win with the score 25-31 our way.  Our 
third match against Waikerie was the easiest of the day. 
By the third quarter we were dominating by 16 goals.  As 
we were winning by so many we decided to mix up the 
positions and have a good game.  We won by 19 goals 
39-20. 
 
Our legendary team consisted of Emma Pront, Ashleigh 
Sarro, Amy Beech, Tymeka Burns, Ellee Eleftheriadis, 
Olivia Sully, Rebecca Ward and Meg Gillespie.  
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Amie Tanner, Amber Martin and Lauren Sully came as 
scorers, timers and team manager.  Overall it was a great 
day with everyone showing great sportsmanship. 
 
Written by Amie Tanner and Emma Pront 
 

10. YEAR 12 EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDIES  
 
To apply their investigation and study into the Influences 
on Young Children’s Nutrition and Diet the students 
invited a young child to cook with them.  Having young 
children engaged in the food preparation of nutritious 
food options enhances their health and diet. 
 

 
Michelle Wenman (above) and Claire Verrall (below) with 

helpers in the kitchen 

 
 

11. HOST FAMILIES WANTED 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOST A SPANISH STUDENT 
FOR 11 WEEKS. 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS CULTURAL EXCHANGE IS 
URGENTLY LOOKING FOR HOST FAMILIES. 
 
We have 31 Spanish students coming on July 13th.  I 
have found families for 20 of these students but still have 
11 students waiting anxiously in Spain to hear that they 
have a family.  There are 10 boys and 1 girl that I still 
don’t have a family for.  Families do not need to have a 
child the same age to host.  Often students enjoy having 
younger or older siblings. 
IF YOU CAN FIND IT IN YOUR HEART TO OPEN 
YOUR HOME TO THESE STUDENTS, YOU WOULD BE 
MAKING A CHILD VERY HAPPY ON THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE WORLD KNOWING THAT THEIR DREAM OF 
COMING TO AUSTRALIA WILL COME TRUE. 
 

Please contact me if you are able to help.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Jenny Hanson  
South Australia Inbound Manager 
Southern Cross Cultural Exchange 
Phone: 83239563 
toll free: 1800 500 501 
 

12. WHAT IS COUNSELLING? 

 
What is counselling? 
If you are between the ages of 12-25, having a tough 
time or just need someone to talk to, contact Riverland 
headspace  to make an appointment to see a counsellor. 
Counselling mainly consists of a conversation between 
the counsellor and yourself. A counsellor helps people to 
talk about their personal issues or problems and supports 
them to make positive changes to their lives. Counsellors 
are usually pretty cool and there isn’t much that would 
shock or offend them.  
 
What to expect when you visit a counsellor 
At first, the idea of talking to a complete stranger about 
what’s on your mind can seem strange. Most of the time, 
it gets easier to talk as you get to know and trust your 
counsellor. Most counselling sessions last about 50 
minutes to an hour. 
 
Appointments 
Counselling can be one-off, or occur over a number of 
sessions where the counsellor may see you every week, 
every few weeks, or now and again. Most counsellors 
would understand if you wanted to take a person along 
with you for support. The counsellor may ask you how 
you are thinking and feeling, sleeping, eating and 
questions about your family and friends. This gives them 
a picture of you as a whole person and how other parts of 
your life may affect you. Feel free to ask the counsellor 
any questions that are on your mind.  
 
Making sure the counsellor is right for you 
It is important to make sure that the counsellor is the right 
one for you. If something is not working out with the 
person you are seeing, think first about what’s going on. 
If you are going through a tough time, it can be really 
painful talking about your concerns. Sometimes it can be 
hard to work out whether it is the counsellor, or the 
painful feelings themselves that are the issue. Whatever 
you think, talk to your counsellor about it before you 
make any decisions. If it doesn’t work out with one 
particular counsellor keep trying until you find someone 
you like.  
 
Riverland headspace 
For further information or someone to talk to, get in 
contact with Riverland headspace . 
·  Drop in to shop 3, 25 Riverview Dr Berri 5343  
·  Visit the headspace web site 

www.headspace.org.au 
·  Phone and make an appointment on (08) 8582 4422, 

or ask your current health worker or school counsellor 
about making a referral to headspace.  

 
 


