Space bug baby diary

Definitions:
2 species of Mantid, Tropididerus sp. And Eurycnema goliath  Control and experiment for each

29/4/02
Eggs split into four tanks, two control and two experiment.

9/10/02
One hatching from Control and one from Experiment of Tropididerus sp.
11/10/02
Escape attempt by control.  Found wandering the taps next to the dishwasher.  Impressive effort.  Mosquito netting installed to prevent further outings.

Weekend 12-13/10/02


Space cadet dies (Experiment - Tropididerus sp.).  Three new hatchings from control, Two die.

15/10/02
New hatching from control.  Struggling for life, died.  Two hatched from Eurycnema goliath control.  Strong and fighting for it.

17/10/02
New hatchling from Tropididerus sp. control.  Struggling to escape from egg early morning.  Died later in the afternoon.  2 from control Tropididerus sp. die, no others alive at this point.

18/10/02
Both Eurycnema  goliath control die.  New hatchling from Tropidierus sp. experiment, dies later that afternoon.

Weekend 19-21/10/02


Three new Tropididerus sp. from space hatch.

23/10/02
Two of the Tropididerus sp. (experiment) appear to have escaped, I have no idea how they could have done it.  A new Eurycnema goliath for the control has hatched.  All insects transferred to new enclosure with a hope of sustaining them for longer.

24/10/02
The last Tropididerus sp. (experiment) died, at least appeared to be feeding on the leaves supplied.  One of the Tropididerus sp. (experiment) that was lost was recovered, though appears to be missing once more.  New cages inverted, now vertical.

25/10/02
A new Tropididerus sp. (experiment) has hatched.  Was having difficulty escaping from the egg so the capsule was moistened, allowing escape.  Seems to be doing well in the morning.

26-28/10/02
Tropididerus sp (Experiment) died, however the control for goliath is growing and feeding.  Yay!

29/10/02
Another two hatch from Tropididerus sp experiment.  One is doing really well, though the other has had a large amount of leg damage from trying to escape the egg capsule.

30/10/02
Early morning.  The Tropididerus sp experiment with leg damage has survived the night and is fighting fit, though only with 4 legs.  The other however is extremely weak, found in the bottom of the enclosure.

31/10/02
The two Tropididerus sp. experiment individuals have died.  The Eurycnema goliath control is showing signs of growth, with faecal matter in the bottom of the cage.

1-5/11/02
Euryncnema goliath control is growing strong, putting on weight and powering ahead.  Two Euryncnema goliath experiments have hatched.  They look really different to the others however, brown and more “alien” (no pun intended) in appearance.  Pictures taken.

5/11/02
Afternoon.  Control for Tropididerus sp. hatches, placed in enclosure with larger Euryncnema goliath control.  They shouldn’t interact too greatly.  Difference in size will prevent misidentification.  

6/11/02
Eldest Euryncnema goliath (Control) has undergone its first moult.  Its quite large now.

6/11/02
Euryncnema goliath (experiment) found wandering near dishwasher (Trek of at least 6 meters) near death.  Placed in enclosure

7/11/02
Euryncnema goliath (experiment) did not survive the night.

8/11/02
Tropididerus sp. (experiment) hatched this morning.  Needed some assistance to escape the egg capsule (Facilitated by a few drops of water on the egg itself, legs slipping easily from it then).  Transferred to cage with other Tropididerus sp. (Control) and with Euryncnema goliath (Control).

8/11/02
Always amazed by the survivability of these guys.  Rogue insect found above the dishwasher, making a break for the windows.  Insect is previously unknown (ie other hatchlings accounted for) so this one is assumed to have broken out of the nursery enclosures overnight.  Appears to be Tropididerus sp. however it cannot be ascertained as to whether it is control or experiment.  Placed in enclosure that doesn’t contain experimental goliaths.

12/11/02
Norman is dead (Euryncnema goliath Control). Other Euryncnema goliath control also dead.  A large and rather fat praying mantis was found in the Euryncnema enclosure and has been attributed to the deaths of both individuals.  The youngest of the Tropididerus sp. is near death and wont likely last much longer.  An additional Euryncnema goliath control has died while in the incubation cages, however a Tropididerus sp. (exp) is struggling to escape its egg capsule in the cages.

13/11/02
Two new individuals for Euryncnema goliath, one control and one experiment.  Tropididerus sp. (exp) still struggling to escape its egg capsule.  Occasionally dripped with water to stay vital, the individual appears strong, though firmly stuck.

14/11/02
Tropididerus sp. (exp) finally died, the egg capsule was too much.  Three new Euryncnema goliath experiment individuals have hatched.  Its time to make up a new enclosure for the control individuals of that species (ie easier to transfer one rather than many).  New enclosure made in the afternoon, transfer complete.  Now three enclosures.  Euryncnema control and experiment, and Tropididerus sp. enclosure.

15/11/02
Final Tropididerus sp. dies (control).  New hatchlings for Euryncnema goliath control and experiment, one each.

21/11/02
One new Euryncnema goliath (Control) hatches.

22/11/02
New hatchlings for Euryncnema goliath control and experiment.  New hatchling for Tropididerus sp. control.  Goliath individuals appear hardier on first hatching, irrespective of exposure to zero gravity.

25/11/02
New hatchling for Tropididerus sp. (experiment), surprisingly well and fit considering the previous track record of this species (ie weaker of the two at hatching from the egg capsule).  Tropididerus sp. (control) doing well, was very weak at hatching, had to be coaxed to life.  Nothing new within the Goliath enclosures.  All appear to be growing well.  Additional Tropididerus sp. found wandering the lab.  Cant tell whether is experimental or control.  Placed in the enclosure.

27/11/02
New addition to Goliath for the control group.  All bugs appear to be growing well and feeding nicely.  Lots of eaten food and lots of activity within the enclosures.

No hatchlings of the Goliath species survived. All hatchlings are of the Tropididerus sp.

5-03-03 First transformation of a mature adult female

17.03.03 First mating occurred between male and female

08-04-03 First eggs collected – a total of 48

16.04.03         Female died. Eggs collected posthumously, insect pinned and   

                     Preserved.

        Space cage contained 4 mature females, 1 mature male and 4 juveniles.

                       Earth cage contained 1 mature male and 2 juveniles 

Hatcheries established. No1.- 107 eggs from dead female kept in potting mix

                                      No 2     48 eggs in vermiculite

3 121 eggs in vermiculite

4 107 eggs in vermiculite

24.04.03 107 eggs collected

30-04-03      117 eggs collected

8.05.03         207 eggs collected

15.05            182 eggs collected

22.05            196 eggs collected

19.05.03      Space cage contains 4 mature females, 2 mature males and 3 juveniles

                    Earth cage contains 1 mature male and 2 juveniles

29.05.03      Space cage contains 4 mature females, 3 mature males and 2 juveniles

29.05.04       Earth cage contains 1 mature male ( looks ill) and 2 juveniles

29.05.05      128 eggs collected

30.05.03 Male died in Earth cage

Hatchery No 5. 117 eggs placed in vermiculite

Hatchery no 6 389 eggs placed in vermiculite

5.6.03 145 eggs collected

10.06.03 100 eggs collected

18.06.03    138 eggs collected

26.06.03    140 eggs collected

02.07.03     92 eggs collected

12.07.03     184 eggs collected

16.07.03     “space cage”- another female transformed. Cage now contains 5 mature                      

                  females, 3 mature males and 1 juvenile

